
 

On this day, everyone is celebrating. The people all live in harmony; They care for each other's welfare; And the home that they share together, Is the place of peace and joy.

I had a dream like this once. I had an ordinary family living in an ordinary house on the outskirts of town. Each of us ate well and played hard together as a happy family with a happy future ahead of us. But this is how it really was: I lived with my mother and I as a family of two. My father had left us, but I never thought that my father would be unable to come back to us like this. My body is burning,
and so am I.

My name is Ben Cooper, and I am 32 years old. I have been working for the City of New York for more than 10 years now and always loved my job as a firefighter. The maximum number of people who can fit into a fire engine is five: four firefighters and one driver. Back then, we were five normal humans living together in harmony just like everyone else in the city. We always had a saying: "When
a fire breaks out, five people will enter the firehouse. They will carry water, ladders and ropes. Three will overcome the fire and two will not survive" – there is no other job that requires more bravery than fighting fires. That's how it was until today.

On this day, I heard a phone call from my mother telling me to take over as driver of the rescue truck if something happened to her at work. I went to work as usual but could not see how an ordinary town would suddenly become a battlefield where four vehicles were burning up on the other side of the bridge. A large number of police officers were running in front of the fire station. The reason I
could see all this clearly was because I was the driver of the rescue truck. The fire department broke free, but in response, there were also two tanks inching their way to the scene. As they rolled forward, they destroyed everything in their path and advanced upon my truck. If that happened, then my mother would be in great danger...

That is when I saw an incredible thing happen right before my eyes...

What is happening?

—No words can describe it. A strange creature was fluttering about in the middle of a blaze. It was neither a bird nor a butterfly. It did not have any wings, but it did have a tentacle that stuck to everything that it touched to burn it down completely.

Burn...

...The city is burning...

—I will save you Mom!

It's been 10 minutes since I last saw her, but after I entered the burning building, I could no longer feel her presence from here on out or hear her voice from this point on. There are voices coming from the depths of the building, but they are most likely their screams rather than my mom's voice.
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